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B The Danger of War with the

B United States.
Ki

K REVOLUTION, TOO, IMMINENT

HI Troubles at Home and Abroad

K Caused by the Struggle in Cuba.

Hfcj aired of Ik United Slates roalered Araonc
Ki Ik Iranian rnili br the Baiter That Thla

wmSji rvmtrr la aeeretly Aiding (ha Patriots In
Imf; ea-aBTast- oo Attempt to Bribe tlmrntrlot
lfc Iaero 43en. Weortrsrd'o Dldlcult Position
Jk4 la Madrid Corruption of Spanish Politico
Kiy Wttla Hay ror Spain from tha Carllala or
Hi the Republicans Tke Country Tired or Iba
a-- Caban atrursle The Situation Kipected by

BKf Ika Ipnnlah Government la Develop Oaa
U& Way ar Iba Other Vary Seen After March li

Ilka Uidiud, Jan. 20. If the Spanish poopla knew
f ij raoro about Cuba and tlio Cubans and about
' fe America and the Americans, and If the Amerl- -

w can peoplo knew moro about the Spanish people
then the dangerous crisis which scorns Imminent

!5f between Spain and the United States might be
ffi W avoided and the fato of tho unhappy Island
P Jl would ccaso to be a reproach to civilization. It

; U hopeless, I am afraid, to oxpoct anything
i M short of the stern logic of events to bring homo to

W the public mind of Spain such a knowledge of

f 't. tho transatlantic sltuntlon as will sorvo to
avert further loss and disaster to tho Spanish
cauce. On tho othor hand, it Is possible barely
possible that a little plain speaking about the
emergency which confronts the Spanish nation
may enablo tho United Suites to perform Its
datr to humanity in Cuba without bringing un-

necessary humiliation and disaster upon Spain.
But this plain speaking will defeat Its own ob-

jectI to some extent in Spain Itself. It will give
erious offenco to tho Spaniards, who already

consider themselves grossly maligned by tho
American press. Unwclcomo truths arc re-

sented oven more bitterly by tho Spanish tem-
perament than slanders when they como from an
alien critic. This, howovor, will not justify tho
withholding from tho American nubile of such
facts as are patent to any Impartial Investigator

S in Spain
if It should bo said at tho outset, without any
m disguise or equivocation, that tho danger of war
J, between Spain and tho United States Is real and
p not far distant. It matters not that tho present

Government of Spain Is earnestly striving to
h avoid such a hopeless culmination of Spain's
M troubles; it matters not that all public men

of knowledgo and common senso in this
W country know that wur with tho United
& States means simply a crowning disaster
l to tho fortunos of Spain. These nion will
t? be powerless to avert war if tho prcsont

situation develops In the manner which is
most naturally to bo expected. It may. be
that war ought not longer to bo avoided. It
may bo that it is tho stern, legitimate out- -

It come of a long series of national sins and errors
Wi of which Spain has bcon guilty. It muy bo that

t Spain deserves to bo disciplined sharply by a
s stronger, moro enlightened nation. That Is a

jy question for casuists untl public moralists, and
ii It Is not tho purpose of this letter to discuss it,
&!' It is the avowed purpose of tho Washington
j& Government to do its duty to tho causo of hu- -

pr manlty and liberty In suffering Cuba, if possi- -

jp Me, without drawing the sword or inciting
i' Spain to draw hers. Tho chance of the United

!$. States declaring war against Spain is very ro-j-

mote. The situation is surely serious enough,
A therefore, to mako it important that
jy tbo American peoplo should understand
k" clatrly tho reasons for this attitude of a
sf proud, erring, helpless nation. In pointing
gi-- Out somo of thoso reasons I luako no np- -

J peal for sympathy with the Spanish peoplo in
to their dilemma. Their attitude doos not encour-i-

- ago that sentiment. I do not even nsk tbo
S5 reader to consider tho situation from tho Span- -

M ish standpoint, Tbo Spanish pleas and purposes
iF cannot be justified from any standpoint of nn- -

S? tlonal morality. Hut I do ask that for thopur- -

gT' poso of this inquiry tolerant Americans will
Jji look upon Spain very much as a phjslelan looks
fijf; upon a patient whoso folly has brought him low.
jjf If it la possible for a nation to fall 111, then Spain

lain that griovous predicament She Is
ip entitlod to bo treated with Inflnlto patlenco and
& to bo spared unnecessary pain, oven although
ts the treatment Insisted upon may bo drastic and
SL she rovlles her physician who administers It.

c It is easy to say in general terms that Spain Is
Jaf paying the penalties of her period of conquest,
M: and nutiounl Indulgence In ill--

acquired wealth. It Is tho old story of Greece
y and Romo modernized. Hut in saying this, no
(& adequate Impressions conveyed of tho stagna-$9- ,

Hon and vico which for moro thun two ccn-- h

turtes have mado Spain tho slowest laggard In
L Europe In tho march of civilization. It is ncc-'- j

ossary to get a glimpse at least of Spanish life In
fp order to appreciate tho enervation, the paralysis,
i which has reduced a onco great peoplo tonna-
ge tlon which retains only nn exaggerated prldo of
ffit the qualities which make greatness possible.

! Bow to livo without work bcciub to bo the
fa . problem which appeals most strongly to tho
'If Spanish ingenuity and tastes. Tho thing is
Wi forced upon tho attention tho moment one
I? , enters Spain.
W" Take, for instance, the feature of Madrid life
M which most forcibly Impresses a visitor. It
KS seems as If half tho Inhabitants of tho city made
U their living by selling lottory tickets to tbo other

half. In Barcelona it Is oven worse, and In overy
,'. town In Spain it is tho same. Gambling, or how

ffi to get rich by a fluke, is tho national passion,
55 and those who know tho Spanish peoplo best say
K that it is ineradicable. Instoad of bogging, tho

street mendicant thrusts u sheaf of lottery
j; tlckots in your face. Ills number Is legion. Ho
iA' blocks tho sidewalk in Important thoroughfurcs,
m and his prcBonco and Importunity give an ap- -

; pearanco of bustlo and llfo to tho streots which
A suggests that trade Is good and tho peoplo busy,

Brf Every bloek, also, has its special shop for the
smo pernicious trado in lottery tickets, though

p, why tbeso should be necessary when It Is Impos- -

fy slblo to get past tho door of one of them
& without forcing one's way through a crowd
t. or Individual dealers of both soxos It Is dim- -

T cult to understand. This lottery craze in
u Soaln constantly reminds one of the old
ft story ot tho two families of Hrown nnd Jonos,
Jf ' each of which subsisted by taking In the other's
, washing. The Browns and the Joiiosch had the
J& advantago over the people of Spilii, however,

fortherowas no third parly to charge them a
If big commission on the business. In Spain tho
S'

Government, like the bank at Monto Carlo,
res ps tho benefit of tho people's Indulgence of

jjjj their gambling instincts. Tho bank's tax upon
j the gambler at Monaco is about 3 per cent., but

Spain's share In the lottery Investments of the
i'. people Is about 10 per cent.
h As soon aa a foreigner In Madrid attempts to
i ' anter Into business intercourse with officials,

professional men, or even managers of Impor.
rty tant commercial and flnanclul houses, he en-- i.

counters another striking contrast with tbo
S, habits of other capitals. If ho seeks audleuco
j with any man of important uffairs in the morn- -

log or midday, he will seek lu vain. Two o'clock
$,. In the afternoon Is the earliest that the head of
jV a Government department or a Cabinet Minis-i- f

I ter, for instance, can be found at his post. This
A' observation applies to those oQlclals who really
f j haro to work. Those who do not, and they
Jj; outnumber tbo othe consider that they have
hi done their duty by the country they profess to

K,. iorre by appearing promptly on pay day only
Vr and appending their personal autographs to tho

$, payroll. This, moreover, is only one of tho cor--

h rnpt practices which love of ease nnd Idleness
'i hu dsvaloped In Spain.

'i Itrt not neceatary to enter Into any details of
i tit&omtUo politics of Spain in oiaer to sx--

I

plain the cormpUon, the oppression, tho low
standard ot political morals, which prevail
and bare piado a people ripe
for rebellion. With a few honorable exoeptlons
tho acquisition of political power In 8paln
means nothing mora or loss than gaining an
opportunity for publlo plunder. It Is a hard
saying, and true of some other oonntries be-

sides Bpsln, but nowhere also In Europe Is this
conception of politics and Its rights and privi-
leges so widespread. It should be conceded,
perhaps, that the Liberal party Is cleaner than
the Conservative party; but this means merely
that Liberal corruption Is relatively less blaok
than Conservative corruption. Both oppress
tin n,nnl, Imth At.nrf thn last nosslblo titttta

from the struggling peasant class, both shift the
legitimate burdens of tho Influential nnd well-to-d- o

citizens upon the shoulders ot tho helpless
masses. The conscription, for Instance, which
Is supposed to fall Impartially upon rich nnd
poor alike, as it doos In France and Germany,
never seizes any but the artisan or poasant In
Spain. A small feo-ab- out $60 Is now tho cur-

rent figure secures to any well-to-d- o young
man exemption from the frightful hardships
and privations of barrack llfo in Spain.

It will readily be believed under thoso circum-
stance that party loyalty In Spain, nsldo from
thoso who directly profit by connection with tho
Conservative or Liberal organization, isentlroly
lacking. It makes ltttlo difference to the mossos
which side Is In powor, and they aro naturally
Indifferent to tho privileges of stiff rage.
A national cloctlon Is only n farco. Tho election
machinery of tbo country returns such candi-
dates aa tho potentates In Madrid desire to have
returned. Tho prevailing idea in Spain itself is
that this is dono by manipulation ot roturns by
bare-face- fraud, in fact. Hut fraud hardly
seams necessary for the accomplishment of this
result. Indifference, as between tho candidates
of the two parties, has for years characterized
tho electors In most sections of
Spain. They usually voto according to tho

of the election officers.
What most of all surprises an American who

investigates tbo internal politics of Spain is the
patience of tho people under such Inflictions. Tho
wonder is not that a revolution is imminent
now, but that it did not como years ago. It is
a sorious reproach to tho Spaniards that they
havo not revolted. A moro enlightened, moro
liberty-lovin- g peoplo would havo overthrown
their oppressors, by force it necessary, long ago.
It must bo confessed that although sedition now
seems to berifa in thecountry tho prospects of a
change which will be of genuine benefit to tho
masses aro small Indeed. The moro substitution
of a Don Carlos for tho present dynasty would be
anything but a popular boon. Thoso who
know tho character of tho young pretender And
it difficult to hold him In anything but con-
tempt. "Brainless young coxcomb" is not an
unfair characterization of him. On tho other
hand, the Queen Regent Is a good woman and a

.wise one. Iter power, unfortunately, is far too
limited. Spain will never know probably how
great is tho nation's debt to her for her discre-
tion, her sacrifices and her wiso ubo of groat
opportunities which havo como to her during
tho difficult emergencies of tho past few
months. It is due to her, and to her alone,
that Spain nnd tbo United Statos wero not
nt war in November last. Moro than that I can-
not say, excopt to add that if tho authority to
sweep away tho abusos and corruption which
have brought disaster to Spain at homo and in
her colonies wero given to this woman, her sub-
jects would speedily bo roscucd from their pres-on-t

despair. Hut sho is virtually powerless.
She can occasionally transfer tho Government
from ono party to the other, as sho did under
dramatic and most critical clmumstances last
September, but that is all sho can do.

It must bo admitted that tho choice of reme-
dies before tho Spanish peoplo Is sadly limited.
The two revolutionary movements are tbo
Carllst and tho Republican. Tho
Carllst, as I have already intimated, is com-
posed meroly of another crowd of hungry, ambi-
tious men, anxious to establish another and
oven more unscrupulous autocracy, which shall
pick tho bones of tha emaciated body politic,
Tho "Republican" party Is a gross mlsnomor.
Tho namo Is but a euphonism for social-Ism- ,

including anarchy. Many Spaniards
aro thcmsolvcs deceived by it. Tho peoplo
are neither Socialists nor Anarchists, but
it Is also truo that they are not
tho majority of them Republicans in their
sentiments. Impersonal democracy does not
appeal to tho avorago Spaniard opprossed, al-

though he is by mouarchical institutions. It is
a hard thing to say tho most derogatory per-
haps that could be said but tho fact Is that
Spain Is not lit for a republican form of
government. Tho masses aro not sufficiently
intelligent; thoy aro too indifferent to publlo
affairs, too inert, too lazy for
And yet, paradoxical as it may be, thoy are
ready to declare war against the
United States and to perish to the last man In a
hopeless strugglo to resent interference with
Spanish sovereignty in Cuba.

I como now to the situation of the moment in
Spain. Tho country Is tirod. moro thnn tired, of
the Cuban struggle. One thing, and ono thing
only, makes the peoplo consent to Its still being
pursued. That Is tho belief, carefully fostered
by civil and military authorities alike, that it is
solely duo to tho unwarranted Bupport given to
tho revolutionary forces lu Cuba by the people
of the United Statos that tho rebellion was not
subdued long ago. It Is neither surprising nor
altogether reprehensible, under the circum-
stances, that tho most popular cry, the unani-
mous sentiment in Spain, is expressed in tho
equivalent of " Down with the Yankees!"

The world does not know yet what sacrifices
Spain has made during the past throe years to
national pride and In expiation ot tho sins of
cruel and rapacious representatives of Spanish
government In tho colonics. Tho heaviest part
of the burden has fallen upon tho already Im-

poverished masses. Not only the wealth but
the life blood of Spain has been severely drained,
and this, too, has been drawn almost exclu-
sively from tho peasantry. Tbo Government
has bcon wise, from ono point of view,
in drawing its troops for Cuban ser-
vice almost exclusively from tho country
districts of Spain. Very few wero sent whose
homes aro in Madrid, Barcelona or tho
other large towns. Tho wisdom of this selec-
tion has become apparent during the past year.
Hundreds of boys and young men who wont out
sturdy, robust specimens of early manhood
have como back in tbo hospital ships pitiful,
hopeless wrecks of humanity whom their
friends and families aro often unable to recog-
nize when they reappear at their homes.
Thousands more have perished miserably In
Cuban fever hospitals, nut to mention Cuban
buttlellelds.

It is tho invalided returned soldier who Is the
chief propaganda agent of hatred of the United
StateB In Spain, It could not well bo otherwise,
and ho in not In anysento hlaniovtorthy. He
hits been tnld by his officers nil the time he has
beenlnCulwthat it Is American aid to the in-
surgent and nothing else which has kept the
rebellion ullvc. He has had no reason for dis-
believing the stories of his superiors and com-
rades. Campaigning in Cuba has been a hellish
experlenco for him, and the Yankees aro respon-
sible tor his sufferings and for thoso of his com-
rades who are dead or left behind. Ills ruined
constitution is proof of the horrors he has en-

dured. He tells his story. Ho is honest and sin-
cere The people look upon his wasted frame,
and they bollevo him. Why should they do
otherwise! And believing him, they share to
tho full his hatred nf the accursed Yankees.

Let ma say frankly that, instead of resenting
it, I have come to respect tho deceived and
ignorant masses in Bpaln for the hutred they
bear to the American people. It is a credit to
their natural impulses and genuineness of heart.
Americans will do well to reserve their resent-
ment for those Spanish authorities who have
misled their countrymen In this as In other im-
portant matters which deeply concern them,

Perhaps it Is worth while to quote an exam-
ple of the Intensity ot feellug and prejudice
against tha United States umung thoso for
whom tho general excuse of ignorance cenuot
bo urged. It Is difficult for an American to dis-
cover in President McKlnley's message material
which should Inflame tha mind and passions ot
an Individual whess judgmsnt lsgovaraodby a

I

modicum ot common sense. And yet Kmllio
Castelar, the popular author and Republican
leader, Is moved thereby to write a bitter and
savage article to El Porvtntr of Seville, 'In
which be uses this extraordinary language:

"The message does not, as might confidently
be expeoted, qualify the recognition of belliger-
ency as on Irrational and Iniquitous proceeding,
as n violation of the right ot nations, as Impossi-

ble because tho rebels lack all that constltutei
a State cupablo ot recelvlnr recognition
among othor organized States no. It treats
tho matter with supreme cynicism, basing Itself
upon the false pretext that tbo recognition of
belligerency would ultimately benefit Spain and
quoll the disturbances.

"If rftasonlnirs such as theso aro admitted,
and that unconditionally and unreservedly, wo
aro bound to believe that the United States Gov-
ernment Is not a friendly and allied power; not
a Government that is under tbo obligation to
glvo us Its moral assistance In our disas-
trous war, and Is therefore morally obliged
to stop tbo firebrands that periodically leave
Its shores to join tho Insurgent forces. No.
we seo In tho United States a hostilo power,
determined to all manner of usurpation, Inter,
fcrlngwhero it has obviously no call and no
right to Intcrfore, undor tho pretext that tho
strugglo Is of such long duration, as If long
strugglos are unknown In Amorlcnl Tbo United
States, through their treason nnd their perfidy,
have mado thcmsolvcs utterly unworthy of our
friendship; they doservo to bo denounced before
tho entire human community ns tho principal
authors of our misfortunes. Finally, in order
not to leavo any doubt about his fell purpose,
the Frcsidcnt closes his messago with his dyna-
mite bomb tho threat of actlvo Intervention,
without Bcruplcs, without restriction.

"Intervention, Indcodl What can Interven-
tion III our affairs bo based on but on crlmo, llko
thecrlmo by which Poland suffered under the
heel of a number ot tyrannical despots, to tho
eternal Bhamo of all generations and which re-

mains a porpotual stain on civilization. Tho
sentiment which is known by tho Turks tbo
Russians, tho author evidently means ns

Is callod In America
which alms nt tho supremacy ot tho Saxon race
from tho Potomac to Patagonia. But this Bumo
Saxon raco doos not understaud the dlfforenco
ot such dreams of conquest as conceived
by a ropublto nnd by nn empire. An empire
strengthens Itself by war as a tiger and a lion
are Btreugthcncd by killing their prey; but a
republic llko that ot tho United States, which
was created to prosper through commorco and
Industry, cannot sjstomitically go to war with-
out deliberately committing a dlshonorablo sul-cld- o

at tho foot of tho Idol of Imperialism.
"In order to' intervene in Cuba, tho Unltod

States must bo prepared to arm themselves to
tho tcotb. They must havo a powerful floct in
tho waters crstwhilo Bolely traversed In tho
IntorcBts of trado; they must Increase their
budget in conformity with other great righting
nations; they must convert their legions ot in-

dustrious tillers of tho soil into warlike hordes
bent upon destruction, llko the dawned souls on
tho day of judgment; they must bo prepared to
incur tho enmity ot all Spanish America, ns
their action would Blgnlfyn constant danger to
liberty and independence; thoy must bo d

to incur the enmity of all civilized hu-
manity, which would raiso its voice in unani-
mous protest. Nay, raoro. They would loso
their democracy, thoy would loso their republic.
Thoy would convort tho Capitol, bulwark of
liberty, Into n stronghold ot baso servitude, to
tho everlasting dishonor ot civilization.

"No, tho American nation would do better to
abstain from Interference, prevent filibustering
expeditions leaving Its shores, denying onco and
for all the prospect of their aid to thn Insurgent
leaders, pointing out to them that they cannot
lend them any assistance without dishonor to
their namo and danger to their country, thus
leaving us to llnlbh tho war with our on n means,
nnd wo shall yot crown it with tho poaco ob-

tained through our on n sacred rights."
This sort of rhetoric does not appeal to Anglo-Saxo- n

sympathies or roason, but tho Spanish
mind is intluonced by It, It serves to show, too.
that tho antagonism to tho Unltod States in
Spain is not confined to Liberals and Conserva-
tives. It is ono of tho principal articles of tho
Carllst creed. Young Hon Carlos Becks support
among tho masses by breathing thrcatcnlngs
and slaughtor against Americans whom he pro-
poses to annlhllnto promptly by landing an
army in Florida and marching victoriously to
New York as soon ns tho peoplo put him upon
the Spanish throne. And the Republicans, also,
as Sefior Castclar's artlclo shows, ore ono with
their follow cltlzons in decrying the Yankees.

There is ono fundamental fact or weakness In
Spanish character which makes it impossible
for Spain to understand tho American attitude
toward tho Cuban situation. I shall nrouso
fresh resontment by cnlllng attention td It, but
It Is nocessary that the Unltod States Govern-
ment and peoplo should tuko full cognlzanco of
It. It Is tho Inherent cruolty of tho Span-
ish temperament. Humanity, an tho rest of
the civilized world understands It, seems
to bo left out in n larso measure of tho
Spanish make-up- . Perhaps this Is not surprising
In tho descendants of tho Inquisition, who In
many respects aro tho samo morally nnd intel-
lectually as the Spaniards of the slxteonth cen-
tury. Tbo stories of tortures In Spanish prisons
a year ago were not altogether apocryphal, and
the unsportsmanlike horrors of tha bull ring
would bo repulslvo to a people if thoy did not
tako pleasure In tho mere shedding of blood or, to
say the least, wero not callous toward suffering.

It is literally truo. therefore, that Spain as a
nation Is unable to understand or recognlzo any
duty which the common laws of humanity Im-
pose upou tho United States with regard to
Cuba. Tho Spaniards honestly bellevo that
Americans aro rank hypocrites when thoy pro-
fess to be prompted by Impulses of humanity to
Interfere on bchs.lt of tho Cubans, and they aro
convinced that tho United Statos Is seeking thus
to cloak the most sottish and illegitimate mo-

tives. Let me suggest an oxtrcme exnmplo of tho
Spanish feeling, or lack of feeling, In this respect.
Supposo that an attack of frenzy or superstition
such as sometimes seizes communities and oven
nations, should lead Spain's neighbors, tho
Portuguese, to porsocuto nnd torture n certain
cIohs among thorn. Supposo that abominable
cruelties and murders were publicly committed.
Does any ono imagine that the dictates of human-
ity would prompt Spain toIiitcrfcre.no matter
to what cxtremo of horror and slaughter tho
outrages might gof There would probably be
maur Spanish spectators at such an Inquisition,
but Spanish interference, no not unless noma
other object was to bo gained besides mere pro-
tection of Innocent victims.

Gen. Wcyler has fow friends, and can com-
mand but little support among tbo Spanish
masses, but tho reason for this Is not to be
found In the frightful cruoltles of his regime In
Cuba. Tho real reason Is that ho Is known to bo
utterly unscrupulous nnd avaricious. It Is
notorious that hii used tho opportunities which
came to him during his administration in Cuba
during tho previous rebellion to accumulate a
fortune. It Is now tho common talk of Madrid
and nowhoro contradicted that by corrupt
means ho has enriched hlmsolf during tho past
two years In Havana to the extant of fully
$3,000,000. It is on this account, nnd also

ho is credited with porsonal cowardice,
that the peoplo of Spain have no love for him.

The task which tho Sagasta Ministry has un-
dertaken is almost n hopeless one. Another six
weeks probably will determine whether it will
eucceed or fall. Whon tho prcbont Cabinet took
office last autumn war with the United States
seemed all but inevitable. Had tho Conserva-
tives remained in ofllco, It is certain that hostil-
ities would havx beou begun before tho 1st of
December. Sefior Sagasta is unquestionably
doing his utmost to avert that calamity, and yet
the means which he is using to this end aro such
that I have no right to keep silent with regard
to them, even although tho exposure may de-
feat bis object.

It is notorious horo In Madrid that tho Spanish
Government hopes to accomplish by bribery of
insurgent leaders what it has failed to gain by
wur and oppression. It has succeoded in the
Philippines. The rebellion thoro was squelchod
by buying off the most powerful chiefs of tbo
rebel bands. And yet the other day Madrid
wlebrated with illuminations and bedecking of

her house fronts a triumph ot tha Spanish arms,
which was nothing raoro nor less thnn a low
bargain with a few traitors. It Is hoped and ex-

pected that the same pnltoy will succeed In Cuba.
Even the name ot the principal Government
agent In the matter Is bruited about in political
circles here, and it is believed that the first
fruits ot his nefarious work will be reported
over the cable boforo many days.

There may be two opinions, perhaps, as to
whother tbo Sagasta Government Is Justified
in resorting to suoh measures. Certainly their
dilemma and the dilemma of Spain Is ades-perat- o

one. Tho Government of tho Unltod
States Is bringing strong and constant pressure
to boar. It Is slmulv amazing, in vlow ot the
unanimous Spanish feeling on tho subject, how
much Gen. Woodford has been ablo to accom-
plish during the past four months In tho direc-
tion ot enforcing President McKlnley's demand
for peace. Undoubtedly the Sagasta Ministry has
gono as far as public sentiment would tolornte
It in yielding to that demand. Even now, if tho
impression should get abroad In Spain that the
Government was acting In any senso under
American compulsion or dictation, it would

Impossible to continue tho prcsont policy.
An Immedlato crisis would follow, and such a
crisis would moan ono of two things a civil
revolution or a war with tbo Unltod States. It
might. Indeed, mean both.

It need hardly bo said that the position ot tbo
Amorlcan Minister during this critical period
in Madrid Is a difficult and a dangerous one.
This is not tho time to characterize tho services
which Gen. Woodford is rendoring. It would
dofoat tho main object of thoso services to dis-

cuss them at this juncture. It is sufficient to
say that ho Is laboring earnostly. tactfully, and
patriotically for poaco In Cuba and tho preser-
vation of tho honor nnd of Spain, as
well as for tho rights and dutlos ot tbo Ameri-
can Government.

I can say nothing which will throw any light
upon tho probablo fato of tho autonomy schema
In Cuba. Madrid is not tho placo in which to
soek for Information or valuablo opinions upon
that point. Considering tho nnturo of tho pol-

icy now being followed, I do not seo how tho
issuo can bo long delayed. If money will buy
pcaco. It will buy It at onco; it not, tho plan is a
failure, and there can bo no roason why the
Washington Government should longer delay
lis course of action resolvod upon In that con-
tingency. Tho Spanish Govornmcnt itself ex-

pects tho situation to dovelop doflnltoly ono way
or tho othor vory soon at tor the first of March.

II. It. C.

rirr in jiwev.
Curious Customs That Pravall In lbs Dig Mx-lea- n

Trlson.
Among tho various uses to which Mexico has

put somo of her old monasteries and convents
is that of serving for tho incarceration of vio-
lators of tho law. Tho Conrenlo rfe Helen at
Mexico city has become, in common parlance.
Bclcm, tho city jail and prison, accueod nnd
convicted persons, male, female and minors
alike being confined there in different compart-
ments. Tho building was put up by tho Span-
ish Governor in 1080, as an inscription at the
head of the main stairway tells. A casual visit
paid it by a reporter of tho. Mexican Ifei-al- re-

veals a condition of prison management In
Moxico worthy of passing attontlon in the days
of prison reform associations and International
prison congresses ,

Tho Herald said Hint Bolem hadlboen com-
monly tpoken of as a socond Black Holo of Cal-
cutta. But tho reporter found that tho prison
was kept in a state of comparative cleanliness.
Not so, howcicr, tho prisoners. Their condi-
tion ho described ns one of dli gustlng pithiness.
Although thcro was a hydrant in every cell nnd
general bathing facilities in each compartment,
tho reporter found only ono tnmato either ot
bath or nith any indication of having bathed
within a year. It was explained to him by tho
prison authorities that formerly the regulations
required prisoners to batho dally, but that this
was regarded as such a hardship that tho suf-
ferers managed to have it declared a form of
cruel and unusual punishment and so to have
tho rulo abrogated. Thoro aro In tho prison
now 3,451 prisoners, of whom 2,933 aro men
and 80 nro minors.

A curious featuro found by the reporter was
tho Spanish regnrd for the arts, oven. within
prison walls. Ho found In tho eouth wing tho
writers of llbBl, "and the cells reserved for
musicians, artists and others ot the lino arts."
It would seem to be a charitable, as well ns an
Inclusive, provision, that "and others" (besides
artists) of tho fine arts. Tho musicians nro
permitted, apparently, to tako their Instruments
to jail with them, much ns mechanics tako into
the prison workshop their own tools of trade.
"The walls of the musicians' cells aro decorated
with different musical Instruments, and thorc-porto- r

was told that almost overy evening there
was a concert in onu of tho nation."

Men sometimes do in Moxico whnt In this
colder cllmo they content themselves with
wishing done, for the reporter camo upon ono
Adams, under sentence of twenty joars "forkilling a waiter at tho Club de la Opera, bcoause
ho did not bring his dinner quick enough."
Adams has tho freedom ot his galley. Thoro
nro in onch galley throe trusties who go about
with clubs and prcacrvo order, using tho club
"only when mural suasion will not doaswejj."

There wero stoics among tho fifty-seve- n men
condemned to death. One of these, under o

for assassinating a man, expressed his
bcrciio confldenco as to his future, but. "If worst
came to worst" a shrug of tho shoulders nnd
pnlms up. This man and somo others under
denth tentcnen hud tho run of tho command-nnt'-

otllccs, notwithstanding there wero on
the walls, serving as decorations, conllscnted
weapons of prisoners. Oddlv enough, as It
would seem In this country, though it wouldn't
havo been xtrango in the Italy of Machlavvlll,
there wasn't a gun among these. Tho noarcst
tolit was n bayonet, and the rest wero polnards,
scTinltnrs, stilettos, butcher knives, tablo
knives, penknives, shoemakers' knlvos.

Tho dinner hour was marked by a curious
Bpoctaclo. Tho streot outsida tho prison was
filled with tho "wives, children, dogs nnd other
members ot tho prisoners' households." Those
brought baskets of edibles to tho prisoners,
somo of whom wero permitted to epeaK to tholr
relatives through a grating. To tho convicts
not permitted to romo to tha grating, their rela-
tives wero allowed to sond In notes accompany-
ing tho dinner baskets. This privilege had
given rlso to a pocullor way of making a few
pennies among persons able to wrlto "Itinerant
scribes who for a cent or two wroto messages
to tho prisoners." Ono woman bade thoscrlbo
to put nor message In rod Ink. Sbo would havo
noun of the "purple Btuff."

"Tell him, said sho. "that I send him two
little toma'cf and tell him that la perrlta died
yesterday."

Says tho reporter: "And tho scribe, leaning
under tho shade nf his umbrella, Hitting on u
rock, with his bottle of red ink on annthor rock
liesldo him, worked away assiduously, witii an
etymology all his own, hculnnlng parngrnphs
with loner caso letters and putting In caps In
tho most unexpected places, so that It would
tako an Ignatius Donnelly cryptogram to

tho meaning of his hieroglyphics."

THE SAGACIOUS SOX OP llAOS.

netum to Ilellevue Hospital ofTedilr, lia I.obb
Absent I'at Terrier.

The return of Teddy, tho mongrel Sko terrier,
"to Ilellevue Hospital has started story telling
about him. Teddy was the most promising imp
of old Rage, who was for several years a hocpltal
favorite, but doparted this llfo when an am-
bulance ran over hor one day. Rags left a largo
litter of pups. Bellcvuo could nut support so
many dogs, so one was selected to tako Rags's
placo and the rest wore done away with.

As Teddy grew In years and wisdom ho mado
many friends and a few enemies. Ono of tho
latter was a, St. Bornard puppy that lived
near by, Llko all ot his race, tho St. Bernard
consisted principally of legs and an appetite dur-
ing the first few months of his existence. The
torrier was quick and wiry, and when tbo clumsy
puppy was about to eat his dinner Teddy
usually happened to bo In tho vicinity. There
would boa quick rush, n tangled mass of yellow
and gray hair rolling over, ami a scries of yelps,
and tho St. Bernard would pick himself up with
a dazed air while Teddv nnd tho dinner were
receding In the distance This sport endod
when the puppy grew so largo that Toddy had
to keep at a proper distance.

Once the little terrier fell into the clutches of
the dog catcher, but one of the doctors bought
his release for $2.50, and afterward presented n,
sliver collar to him. Then Teddy came and
went as he pleased, until ono day about a year
ago, as ho was crossing First avenue, some ono
picked him up and took him away luawngon.
After a short time n letter tamo from Yonkora
offering to return tho dog for a ran ard. From
that time nothing was heard of Teddy until
he bounded Into tho little gate house on Kast
Twenty-sixt- h street on Monday morning.
Opinions are divided In tho hospital aa to
whether he made his way back from Yonkcrs on
foot or established himself in the good graces of
the railroad men and came down on a local. As
Teddy is an unusually sagacious dog tha majority
faror the latter conclusion.

ASIATIC CHEAP LABOR.
tapan mscorritiso xiiat it is a

aovncB or weakness.
KfTertiorOTemarklna: find Underreealn Haass

Id Collets HHIe and IrrmlUlnr Ibe Employ-
ment or Tauoc Cklldron Japan at La-- t
Anakanlac lo tbo Nora or Factory Law.

Considerable Interest is felt just now In rela-
tion to Asiatic labor and tho part It Is likely to
play in tha Industrial movements of tho United
Statos and European countrlos. Mr. DIngley
recently told us, In speaking of tho New Eng-
land cotton troubles, that Asiatic labor, and tho
migration of part ot tho Industry from New Eng-
land to thoSouthorn States, wero elements of
tho equation which cannot bo left out. Curi-
ously enough, the present situation In tha
Pacific Is likely to bring this question of Aslatlo
labor nnd our trado relations with tbo Orient
right to tho front. Only last week a petition
was laid beforo tho Chamber of Commerce ot
New York, which Is designed to secure Govern-mon- t

safeguards for tho mercantilo Interests
nnd treaty privileges of our citizens In tho Far
Kast. Referring to a recent artlclo by the
wrltor on tho effect of Industrial changes In the
Far East on tho cotton industry in England nnd
tho United States, a frco trado journal says:

"Awrilertn tho Philadelphia Inquirer, who
affects great indignation nt tho unpatriotic do- -
Ings and sayings of tho free tradors In this coun-
try, quotes this paragraph from DIngley, and
proceeds to bIiow that tho pauper labor of Asia
Is telling against New England as well as
against old England; but how to moot thle kind
of competition ho docs not exactly bcc. If China
and Japan wero sending tholr cotton goods to
this country no could tako care of that. In fact,
wo havo dono bo already In tho DIngley tariff,
but wo havo no power to force the Japancso and
Chlneso to buy our cottons In proforenco to their
own. All that wo can possibly do Is to Insist,
with what graco wo may, that tholr ports shall
bekeptopon nnd tho treaty rights hcretofors
granted to us shall bo observed, so that thoso
who want to buy our goods on tho other sldo of
tho Paclflo shall havo tho opportunity to do so."

This journal sees in Eugland a champion
whodo interests aroldcntlcal with ours in the Pa-
cific, and hope3 wo shall recognlzo this fact.
While this is a factor not to bo overlooked,
there is no nccosslty for us to tag onto John
Hull's coat talis In order to socuro our rights In
tho Pacific Surely our own representatives In
this part of tho world aro capablo ot taking caro
ot American Interests. Wo may unito with
England nnd mako a common cause, but to ask
England to champion our cause becnuso we aro
incapable of doing it ourselves is a humiliating
and unpatriotic position for us to tako.

Meantime wo havo vory important trado In-

terests In tho far East that must not bo neg-
lected. In tho past jcur our trado with Japan
has almost doubled, while there has boon a de-
cided Increase in whnt I regard ns far more im-
portant than tho Japancso trado, the trndo withChina. In valuo tho following table gives some
idea ot this increase:

'!SZ' Export:
JggS 7.084.6.I7

2S 0.877,8111
g? 7.38S.8IJW

18,4011,705
i69" - 10,057.010
Avermgo of Ave years u 744 b32
HI3. 8.117.05U

gB 10,078,378
JgUS 7.038,880
18Q J1.613.I84

V7 17.97t.0l58Average of nre years 11,127,482
Our exports to China are in value greater than

those to Japan, but thn possibilities of Chlneso
trade are fur more promising than those ofJapan trade. Tho value of tho trade with China,
howovor. Is not a fair gauge of its Increase, be-
cause the prlco of commodities bus docllnodduring tho years covered by tho tabic. The
chief articles of oxport to China have been cot-
ton cloths und refined mineral oils. Going back
11)1801 and comparing that soar with 181)7, 1
nnd that thcro wore sold to China in that year
80.034,21(1 yards of colored and uncolnrcd
cotton fabrics, tho valuo of $9,331,800.
or an avorago valuo of about 0.0 centsa yard. Last year China bought fromus 140,1111.035 yards of the same fabricsvalued ut $7,438,103, ornn average of 5.3 centsa yard. Thus, while tho Increase in valuo ofthis trado was barely 40 per cent, ovor 1 801, theIncrease In volumo was fully 73 per cent. So
with mineral oil; whilo tho exports for 1801
wi.ru 27,181,178 gallons, valued ator an uvcrago of OH; cents a gallon, the exports
for 1807 were 42,510,120 gallonB. valued at
$3,302,030, or barely H cents a gallon. Hero,
then, we find the increased value of tho tradewas only 20 per ccnt.,wh!lo its incrcaso in vol-
ume equalled 57 percent. Tho samo is true in
tho imports to this country from China, Tho
quantity of tea has greatly increasod, but theprice bus declined. In Bplto of this our .mports
averaged moro In the last five years than In thetwo preceding quinquennial periods, and havenow reached SJ1, 120,838.

Tho Introduction of civilized methods nnd Im-
provements In this part of the w orld will enablo
tho Unltod States to share in a constantly In-
creasing trade, and, as thoso Oriental nationsbecome greater consumers, by reason of tbo Im-
proved conditions of their labor, thoy willnaturally becomo hotter customors. I have just
read n translation of a most important artlcloby Jlr. I'etsuja Hnyakawa, who, when I was In
Japan, was secretary to tho Minister of Agri-
culture, on tho notosslty of enacting laws for
the protection and benefit of laborers. In an
article which I wroto in 1800 for the Japancso
monthly, tho For East, tho necessity of suchlaws was thus set forth:

"Japan must havo good factory laws at once:
It is fully to kill the goose that lays tho golden
eggs, ihnt li what the employment of smull
children and growing girls for twelve or four-
teen hours A day In factories will do. There Isneither tense, huiiniiltj, nor economy In such a
course. It will destroy the Btamlna of thopeople. Iing hours and no regular cessation of
work on tho seventh day are bad anyhow. Thoy
oru far more destructive to health when thonorkeisaro penned up In a mill or factory thanwhen tho work is performed in the Held or by
tho open door of a cot tage."

Now comes .Mr. Hnyakawa, with somo factsthatshow that there Is a limit even tothedeg-rndatio- u

of tho pauper lubor of AbIo, and show-ing that Japan Is awakening to tho fact thatonco tho Btandurd of labor Is Improvod iu thatcountry nnd its conditions ameliorated, thocheap labor of Asia, fur from being Its strong-
est point iu competing for tho markota of theworld, will prove tho weakest link in Its Indus-tri-

chain. Tho statistics prepared by thoOsaka Sanitary Association from fourteon spin-
ning mills lu Japan in April, 1807, show thattheso concerns employed in all 21,204, persons,
and that nearly 5,000 of them are what wo
should term children, that is, under 13 years
of age, whilo some are actually under10 years of nge. ThcBO statistics showthat tbo arerago oarnlngs of a manwere n little more than 20 son (10 cents),
and thoso of a woman a little less than 13,0 sen(0.8 cents) a day. Nearly 7,000 of this numbi r,
it appears, lled in tho boarding bouses of tho
mills. Tho prko ot meals Is 0.0 sen (3.8 cents) aday each on tho ovcrago in tho fourteen fac-
tories. Here, lliui, wn havo inoro than 21,000
men, women, nnd children receiving certainly
on tho average not more than 8 cents a day, andwe nre informed by Mr. Iiayakawa, who, from
his official position, ought to know about suchthlncB, tlmt this may ho regarded as a fair ex-
ample of tho other cotton mills of the empire.
In this I entirely agree with tho Japanese sta-
tistician, beeauso the district of Osaka Is thecentre of the cotton manufacturing industry InJapan, Just the samo as tho Stato ot Massachu-
setts Is the centre of that industry In this coun-
try. In commenting on the hours ot lubor In
Japan, Mr. Hnjakanasnys:

'If wooxnimne foreign Uwb concerning theages of laborers we find that In Germany theyoungest limit is 13, in Belgium 12, in Franco
13, In Switzerland 14 nnd that other countriesmako similar laws. But in ourcountn, oven
lu such work ns spinning, which cmplujn ma-
chines and goes on day and night indiscrimi-
nately, children under 10 yeaiu of age are em-
ployed for twolio hours a day. No wonder If
their faces aro palo nnd llieir condition mleor-obl-

Somo work own sixteen hourd a day.
Spinning especially goes on day nnd night for
twelvo hours continuously in
workshops."

The ahovo Is not tho utterance of a wicked
of protective tarllT, honling about thapnuper labor of Asia, but Is u ut-

terance of an of tho dopurtmentof the
Government at Toklo, which has practical
charge of ull tho statistical returns of the em-
pire). I next prnposn to show how this cheap
labor will undermine and practically destroy
the boasted progress of this part of tho world iftho Japanese Government does not realize Itsdanger ami do uuinctlilng to elevate It. The
samo will bo true ui ('hint should that country
hIi-- arouse Itself nnd undertake to competo
with notions where the standard of living and
hence ihobtHiiduid nf stamina Is higher. Nute
what Mr. liaynknw a sa) h lu relation lo the dis-
eases of these unfortunate women and children
who consume only 3hi cents worth of food a day:" As to the discuses nf the laborers, those of
the stomach nnd intestines are most common lu
tho spinning manufactories. According to theopinion of tho riuplo)ers these disouses are
caused br the fact that tko country women, who
have boen accustomul touatiug wheat, take too
much rice when they tomo to tho manufactories.
But in Hulnnlug work goes on day und night,
and in the daj three meals aro given, and in tho
night three meals again. As the peoplo workovery other wouk day and night alternately tho
hours of the moal chance sn suddenly that tbo
iligostlou is upl to be upset. Moreover thoso
w ho work ot night must sleep in the daytime;
their sleep, therefore, cannot bo sound, and Ibcy
get Irregular meals during the day, la this not
one or lbs causes of such diseases I Besides
these diseases there aro also many oases of dis-
eases of the lungs and joints."

Thus it will hasten that by permitting- - such
'3

an atrocious and cruel Industrialism as this
seems to be In Japan, the result wl 1 be a de-

crease In tha physical strength of the laborer
and a destruction of thostamiiioof the people.
There Is really no advantago whntovor either In
tho employment of such young laborers, ana
this all civilized countries found out long ago.
Tfet wo hear the same Ignorant objections from
the groed-drive- employer there ns we used to
hear from the opponents of factory legis-
lation and labor inspection, both In Eng-
land and In tho Unltod States. In Japan
thoy are even contending thnt an extraordi-
nary panlo will tako place when, the hours
of labor aro limited by law. As tho hours of
labor now stand In tho cotton factories of Japan
they are simple, namely, twonty-fou- r hours a
day. Including Sundays; two shifts of twelva
hours each. Yet, whilo this Is tho cry of tho
Japanese cotton manufacturer, tho latest statis-
tics of the profits of the spinning factories show
that they are unusually great. Somo faotorles,
wo are informed, pay a dividend of 10 per cent.,
vO por cent, or even 40porcont. Mr. Tetsuyn
Haynkawn mildly makes, in riow of thoso
profits, tho following suggestion:

" It Is bellovcd that only a part of tho net
profits will bo enough tor the increasod supply
of laborers which would bo caiiBcd by tho limi-
tation of the hours of labor. Tho owners of tho
manufactories ncod a llttlo patlenco in order to
get moro vigorous laborers.

There Is much philosophy in thoso lines. Tho
Japanese will And that ovcrvthing they do to
iinnrovp and elovato their labor will Indirectly
be beneficial to themselves. This has been the
history of factory legislation in England and in
this country. Both England nnd tbo United
States have much to learn yet in relation to tho
living wago theory. Poor Japan, bowover.
seems to bo at tho foot of tho ladder. A few

ago she started in with modern machinery,Sears a day wages, cost of food per factory
hand 3a cents a day, no limit to hours of work,
and freedom to employ even children under 10
years of age. What was sho going to do I Over-com- o

all competitors with tho cheapness of her
goods and become tho Great Britain of tho Pa-
cific. What has sho done I Learned n useful
lesson, namely, that a nation that put Shi cents'
worth of food n day Into tho stomach of each ot
Its wage earners, a fow cotton clothes on tholr
backs, and no shoes on their feet, not onlv can-
not compete with tho strong nations of the
world, but is f urthermoro in danger ot extermi-
nating Itself. Surely If theso facts aro truo, tho
cheap labor of Asia is a disadvantage, rather
than un advantage. KoiiKltT P. 1'oitTElt.
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QUEVIl HAPPENINGS.

Wind tllons IIowh a Horse and Itreaka Ills
Keck.

From the LauUville Courier-Journa-

' Uncle" Joke Ross, an old colored man who has
been peddling coal In the East End for a number of
years, was a victim of yesterday's storm. Uncle
Jako's horse was blown don n at Floyd ami Lafay-
ette streets by a strong gust of wind, and tbo poor
old animal's neck got under Its body and was broken.
Uncle Jake's horse was probably never a very valu-
able animal In bfa best days, which bad passed long
ago, but he was Undo Jake's mainstay In hfs busi-
ness, and had some good points about him that a hat
could be hung on.

The grierot the old man over tho loss ot bts horse
was pitiful. Largo tears rolled down his furrowed
and grimy cheeks,- - and bo refused to be consoled.

"Hit would a beon bettor," he said, "If de wind
had er killed me along wld mv hoss, fer I oau't make
no Urln' wldout him, and now I will Jes' have ter
starve ter death,"

Prisoner Tlea Ilia Guard lo a Ilusry.
From the Columbus (O.) Post.

Not long ago James Morgan, charged with forgery,
was arrested at lluncte, Ind., by Deputy Sheriff
James of Newcastle. IVhllo being brought to Mun-cl- e

Morgan managed to unlock tho handcuffs, and
fastened tbo deputy to his buggy and then disap-
peared. Morican mado his escape, and tbs officers
over the country have been looking for hlin ever since.

ttellgloaa Awakening Aaalnat n Kuoday Poet
OOlce.

From the Nashville Banner.
As tho result of an unusual religious awakentDg at

New Market a movement has been Inaugurated to
have the Tost Office closed on the habbath. The effort
la meeting with considerable opposition, and A. J,
Welch, chief clerk of the railway mall service, has
been authorized to take a c.nius and report to tbo
authorities at TVashlnKlou as to the condition of at
fairs. A good deal of feeling has boen engendered,
but It is more than probable that the department
will decide to keep tho office open during certain
hours on Sunday, as n as done at Harrluian by direc-
tion of Fostmaster-Oencra- l Wanamakrr, before
whom a similar contest was made.

Paid to Talk Funny stories Into Grnpbopbanra.
From theKansas City Journal.

W. It. Cannon, general foreman of the bridge de-
partment on the llock Island, with headquarters at
Herlngton, baa leen engaged by a graphophono com-
pany to toll funny atorles Into their machines, lie is
said to be the best story teller In Kansas.

strange Mania lu the llhnopre.
from the Swatntboro, Oa Fine rarest.

TheOboopee continues to be very low, ind you
can see many Interesting sights therein, suoh as
alligators as long aa a saw carriage, turtles so large
until their weight links the timber wnen they crawl
on It. Also the oilers are quite' numerous you cnsee them on tho timber eating fish. etc. Recently
ono was seen to go under the water and stay quite a
lime and then return with a trout which n at fifteen
Inches Ion and weighed eight pounds, besides what i

the otter had destroyed.

Judge Gober's oo.ooo Pearh Trees.
From the Atlanta Constitution.

Judge de orge Oober of Marietta, Ui, besides being
an excellent Jurist, has developed Into a flrat-clai- s

agriculturist.
The Judge baa la cultivation three peach orchardsupon which there are 80,000 Irecs. Ono orchard

partly within this city consists of 100 acres.

Killed IIS Urara In Nrrrnty.tbree Years.
From the Iialetah, N. C, nrua and Observer.

Big Tom Hunter, the famous boar hunter ot Yancey
county, Is lu Wltmlugton, the guest of Col, J, vy.
Mureblson. He U the same man who found tho body
of Dr. Mitchell. The Mnr quotes hlin assajjug thatIn his life f has killed 115 bears, in one year no
killed nfiy-fou- r be un. He Is 711 years old, but onlylait week walked from his hunm in J'emacola to
Aibovllle, a ilKtauce of twenty-tigh- t mile s.

Wldonrr Pronied br 1 ouusr Slan'a Court. hip.
From the HlMletoxm (.V. r.J, Prist.

The slorv comew from Waldeu that a certain young
lady, wno had boon keeping pompany with a young
man of that village for about five ) ears, concludedthat It was about lluiu I , get mauled A widower ofthe town had been Jnyi .( l.er and
perhar-th- is fa t Irt ,i - ..make il,u declaration toher nteyrarc icon thai s'io thuught It was time togetmorrled. Tho mail,young however, was not yet
In position to marry, and fao so Informed his lady
love, who thereupon told her widower admirer thatshe was rrady to marry If he was. The widower

and the couple were married a few days ago.

The Tf bite and Black Twins.
From the Trov, Tenn.,

Messrs. J. L. lorresler and J. II. Nichols last Mon.day visited tho celebrated negro twins Urn at I'olklast week. The mother Is a stout, coalblaok negressithe babies aro healthy and normal, except thatone Is black, but not qulto so black aa the motherand the other Is absolutely whlte-- si wtdto as any
white chlld-w- lth long, straight, hairHundreds of visitors bare gone to sea the wonderfulwhite babe. We bare not aeen the twins, but wahavo tbo Isou, not only from Nichols and Forrraterbut from dozens of othor eyewitnesses squally I

voracious.

EXPLORING A BIG DESERT.

NEW AREAS IN THE OltEAT WAST
OP WEST AVBTIIAEIA YlSITV.lt

Tho Carnegie Party rteturas Utter Thirteen
Montns or Hard Work Abundant Matey
found In a Cave Just no inn Water "imply
tinve Out BO inch "and llllla In IO Miles.

Tho Carneglo oxnodltlon, which for thirteen
mouths has been oxploring tho groat desert of
West Australia, has returned. Its Journey ex-

tended from tho n mining town of
Coolgardlo, In tho south-ccntrn- l part of tho prov-

ince, to tho KImberloy gold mines in tho north-
west of tho continent. It trnvorsod considera-
ble torrltory not previously visited and mads
somo interesting discoveries. '

Mr. Carneglo fitted out nnd commanded the
expedition. He had thrco whlto assistants, a
black bor, eight baggago camels, nnd provisions
for six months. Ho started on July IM!I(1.
About 200 miles north ot Coolgardlo ho entered
a part of tho drcat Victoria Desert, wulih no
whlto man had seen beforo. It was a most
desolate region, with no grass or other forage
for tho camels. Thcro wero only spluifox,
acacia, and othor dwarf shrubs in thown)ot
vegetation. After fourteen dnyB' travelling
acrosB this desert tho water supply became so
far reduced that only a half pint a day was al
lowod for each person. At last, when only two
gallons of water remained, the party mot foni(
natives, ono of whom thoy caught and final!)
induced to pilot them lo n water source, lis
led them four miles away to a waterholc of a ro
taarkablc charactor.

It was, in fact, n Umcstono cavo of consider
able" cxtont. At tho surfaco wni nn opening
thrco fcot In diameter, against which rested one
end of a stout polo about twonty feet long, the
other end resting on tho floor of tlio cave. The
natives had placed It there to facliltalo their
entranco and oxlt. Down tbo polo tho white
men scrambled and found themselves in a
chamber of considerable eizc, from which thcr
entered a passage, with sloping floor, about
twonty-tlv- c feet in length and so low that they
had to mako their way on hands and knees. At
tho other end of the pnBsngo they reached a fine
brook with plenty of clear, cold water that gin o

the expedition nn amplo supply. Jlr. (Jn metis
named this water sourco "Empress .Soak."

Around tho cavo thoro was good fodder for
the camels, and bo thoy rested there for three
days. Then thoy went on over tho desert tn the
northeast, and when noar Blount Worsnop I hey
were happy to run across a lagoon with fresh
water upon which numerous wild ducks nnd
othor water fowl wore swimming. Tho lagoon
bad a circumference of about a mile and ths
water was from a foot and a half to fivo fcot In

depth. Tho bordors sbowod a flno growth of

mulga, acacia, and blood wood trees, and there
was a grass-covere- d meadow which gavo much
delight to the camels. Mr. Carnoglc nnincd this
water sourco Woodhouso Lagoon, and nt this In-

viting spot tnoy remained for tbroo days.
'Iheu thoy pushed north again ovor the Iron-

stone, on which a considerable growth of ths
mulga tree flourishes. Thoy had an ample
water supply, nnd bo did, not suiter during thoclghtdnBln which thoy saw no water. At lie
end of this timo they enmo to somo wells usol
by tho natives, around which grow plenty nt
wntcrbush, which wus highly relished by tt
camels. Further north, on tho west sldo of Iba
Alfred ond Maria range, they found another
small waterholo which has been recently vlslim
by the natives. All tbeso discoveries of wnlrr
in ono of tho most frightful deserts of tho
world nro Interesting beeauso they ncro
never known before. In tho next ten dajs they
found some areas that suggested mural) hum,
but yielded very llttlo water. Their supply

so short at last that they tried the experi-
ment of digging through tho sand, a dilllcult
undertaking, which occupied thrco dns. ant
they wero rewarded at last by only ten gnllo .s
of very dirty water after digging to a drp'hof
thirty feet. They had met a number of inline-- ,

and for a fow hours thoy kepi an old woman in
their camp in tbo hopo that sbo would mnlthe source of their water supply. Who would
not give them a particle of information, and at
last they let her go.

Tho scarcity of water nnd fodder continue!
until tho expedition hud travelled as far north
ns Sturt Creek. For tluys thoy had Been nothing
but high sund hills, spluifex. und ironstone.
Not until they reached 10 20' south latitude
wnB thoreaebnngo for tho better. They came
at last to n region with n thick growth uf scrub
where, however, they had tbo misfortune to io- -
thrco of their camels that hud eaten poisonous
plants. Tholr troubles wero not over even w hen
they reached tbo d and grss dis-
trict between Christmas Creek and the Ma
caret Hlvcr, for hero they lost Mr. Charles
Stnnstnorc, who accidentally shot himself islm
wus getting ready to fire nt a kangaroo. Not
long after thoy reached tho Kimbcrlev gold
fields, whore they replenished their supfdic-- .

. On tbo return Journoy tney travelled, for the
roost part, n llttlo oast of tholr nurlliom tiarg,
to 6ee If thoy could And a good mute niih-.n-

ncient grass to be used for driving cattle from
the Klmberley district southward to tho Coo-
lgardlo gold fields. They did not sucieid in
finding Buch a. route, und a part of tho region,
If not more desolato than thnt along their t ir
ern road, was moro dilllcult to cro-- s, for 'hirwere constantly ascending und descendit..: high
sand bills. In a distance of ten unit lb'?
crossed elghty-slxo- f theso hills.

1 ho chief result of tholr oxpIorntloiiK is ibe
evidence they obtained that tho most of llienii-tru- l

part of West Australia oifeis no nr pr t
of good grazing lands or mineral rruur(i In

I tho centre of this great waste thov found a i art
of a saddle and un iron tent pin of patterns that
havo not been In use for many ) ears, and '"
bellevo that thrso objects aro rcllis of ai
Ilchardt expedition, which, ncnrl) it half n
tiiryiigo wus swallowed up in the desert, hi I .o
this day nothing bus been heard of its fnto

CUPID'S COURT VOIl ELOPYHs.

A I.ltlle Nook tn Ibe City Hall or Washing!"'
Where riuuanny Couple, rind fiheller.

From the n'uanfngf en IVlt.
There Is a room, ar rather a llttlo alco m

thu City Hall which bus been dull"1
.'lipid, nnd In it hundreds of marriages '

boen solemnized. 11 has bcon setup ill t
purpose tor a number of yours by uuum n

j buntuf thoCouri :!ousooilliiuls. This u Vl"
not surrounded by the most lomaiitlrm n. "able surroundings, b it looks out upmi -- frldoriiud is directly opposite tho I'litrai
Criminal Court No. a. In which some '
famous trials of Washington have taken i .
Neither Is the room rnmantlo iu nppeurau' '"
it has a throadlmio old carpet on thetlo t
Is surrounded on three sidi h by tho niiifilog halls of tho City Hall. It has a "pohanging at the railing, which piuvciiIh hi' '
froiii trondlng the btldul parties. A v "
looks out upon tho giuunrts hurroum! , '
uld buildings, nnd this ubout comp" ' ' ' "
loom.

Years ago somebody of a suiicrstlMous '
mind covered an old horscshim with tmiplaced It ug.ilnst ono of tho window p.m
homo of thu marriages wlilth hnio i.s i

traded there huvo not pitnen hupp)
counted for by tne fuel Unit tho Iioim i

turned upshlodown and tho good link i
run out of It. Kveiinowthe horseshoe nltsplace, wofully tarnished, but still saioa talisman of good fortune to thine w "
married within tho space over which U- - . ' '
preside.

No record ot the marriages porformtd i '
space has ever been preserved oxcipt ' ''licenses issued at tho clerk's ntllio, b i i'to any that as many pioplo InivuU'inthcro as within man of thu c luircheanfl his place ils a grout rosurt ffirruiinufrom tbo Virginias and Mimlaiulrunaways have obtained u license nn I '

tho wish ip bo married ntoiicv. tne jtinattheclerk'8olllconln.iysii8kttieiiitos''
to tbo llttlo alcove and thu nearest mm - IIsent for. 'the clerks are anxious to ou " 11
record tor the little place, and never on J'an opportunity to have a ceremony performed.

- it


